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Hello! I hope you are all keeping warm in this 
frosty time. 
 
Our next Quarterly Meeting will be held at 11:45 
a.m. Thursday, Feb. 1, at LaFave House. Lunch will 
be provided for you, and a basket will be available 
to contribute as you are able. 
 
Please come to this quarterly meeting! We are in 
need of a President, Secretary, Treasurer, 
Newsletter Editor, and a Webmaster. (And, I believe 
the leaders in our Evergreen Volunteer approach 
would be happy to let it go as well!) We hope you 
will volunteer; our alternative is to possibly disband 
our UMM Chapter of the Retirees Association. We 
have recently gone to a quarterly meeting schedule, 
and unless there are volunteers that come forth to 
lead us on our way, disbanding will become an 
option. 
 
So! Come prepared on February 1, 11:45 at 
LaFave House to discuss our options! I hope to see 
you there. 
 
Maggie Larson 
UMMRA President 2015-2017 
 
 
 
 
UMMRA Quarterly Meeting 
Thursday, February 1 
11:45 a.m. LaFave House 
 
We will discuss whether or not to continue as a 
University of Minnesota Morris Retiree Association.   
 
PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND!  
Your presence and input is important! 
 
COMING EVENTS 
All UMMRA members are welcome to attend 
meetings and events. Watch your UMMRA email for 
additional details and updates. Check 
events.morris.umn.edu for other campus events. 
 
January 18-March 1 Morrison Gallery 
Opening January 18, 7 p.m. 
Gallery exhibit: Seeds of Change: A Portrait of 
Hmong American Farmers Association, and Sarah 
Spencer White.  
 
Friday, Feb. 23, 7:30 p.m.   
• Gaelynn Lea, violinist and songwriter, Edson Aud. 
• Jazz Ensembles, HFA Recital Hall 
 
Thursday, March 1, 7:30 p.m. HFA Recital Hall 
Concert Choir Tour Concert 
 
March 8 - March 30 Morrison Gallery 
Opening March 8, 7 p.m. 
UMM Juried Student Exhibit 
 
Friday, March 23, 7:30 p.m. Edson Auditorium 
Performing Arts: Flamenco Vivo  
Under the direction of Carlota Santana, this 
premiere flamenco and Spanish dance company 
reveals visions of life full of pride, passion, honor, 
love and sorrow. 
 
March 26 - March 30 
World Touch Cultural Heritage Week 
 
FACULTY AND STAFF NEWS 
 
Marty Hoffmann '05 was named head coach of the 
Cougar football program. Hoffmann has 10 years' 
experience as a coach and a standout player for the 
Cougars. He was Cougars' co-head coach in 2017 
after serving as the team's defensive and 
strength/conditioning coordinator.  
 
Tammy Berberi, associate professor of French, 
will serve as interim chief diversity officer and 
director of the Office of Equity, Diversity and 
Intercultural Programs. Tammy will retain some 
spring semester teaching responsibilities. 
  
Ray Burns, program manager for Native American 
Student Success, will serve as assistant to the 
chancellor and assistant to the chief diversity officer 
for Native American Partnerships, Student Success, 
and Inclusion.   
 
SAD NEWS 
 
Services were held December 9 for Lila Watson 
who passed away November 24, 2017, at age 90. 
Lila worked in the campus Student Counseling 
office until her retirement in 1992. “Through her 
work at the University, Lila enjoyed helping young 
people to find a passion in what they wanted to do 
in life.” She and husband Richard most recently 
resided in Orlando, Florida, where they have lived 
since 2012.  
 
KUDOS 
 
Nate LaCoursiere '02 was named to the Duluth 
New Tribune’s list,  “20 Under 40." Nate earned a 
bachelor’s degree in English from Morris and a juris 
doctor from the University of Minnesota Law 
School. Nate is employed as assistant city attorney 
for the city of Duluth. 
 
 
• A Look Back at UMMRA •  
 
In 1990, Bettina Blake sent a memo to Fred Farrell 
suggesting a need for some sort of organization for 
the upcoming large group of retirees. Farrell took it 
from there with help and ideas from Laird Barber, 
Ellen Ordway, Barbara McGinnis, Leona Classen, 
Harold Fahl and others.  
The newsletter, UMMRA Info, was created and 
named by Bettina Blake in the summer of 1998 to 
be used as an avenue of information to the 
members. Robinson Abbott designed the logo that 
still tops every copy.  
 
And the rest, it is said, is history. 
 
 
 
 
 
• UMM Membership Benefits • 
 
Non-payment of your annual dues will revoke the 
following membership benefits: 
 
Quarterly Newsletter UMMRA Info  
UMM Parking Pass   
Obtain a “UMMRA” parking tag for your vehicle, 
free of charge. (UMMRA pays the annual group 
fee.) The tag allows parking in any public UMM 
lot.   
UMM Bookstore Discount 
Receive a 10% discount at the University of 
Minnesota, Morris bookstore location. 
U Card 
Continue to use your University identification card, 
or “U card.”    
Mini-Grants 
Mini-grants of up to $350 each to support a retiree's 
research, or research-connected travel, or both. 
Volunteer Service  
UMMRA members help with UMM receptions, 
Commencement, the annual book sale, reading to 
the residents of West Wind Village, plus other 
activities in the Morris community.   
 
• UMMRA Board of Directors • 
 
It is a privilege and a pleasure to volunteer for the 
UMMRA Board of Directors. However, several 
board members are kindly serving past the end of 
their term due to lack of interest by others to 
volunteer. Please consider volunteering for a 
board position. You will be mentored by those who 
have served before you.  
 
Maggie Larson, president 
Andy Lopez, past president and Webmaster 
Lynn Schulz, treasurer 
Joan Reicosky, secretary 
Judy Riley, newsletter editor and historian 
Bernice Erdahl, coordinator of volunteers 
Cathy Kemble, coordinator of volunteers 
 
 
 
UMMRA Info editor Judy Riley 
rileyjk@morris.umn.edu 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
